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Description: 

This semester course provides students with nine weeks of mathematics-based test preparation and nine weeks of 

reading/writing-based test preparation.  Students will complete a baseline exam early in the course to assess their skills.  

Additional exams and section practice tests will be given throughout the marking period allowing the teacher(s) and 

students to analyze their data and course improvement.  Test-taking/time strategies, grid-in/multiple choice practice, and 

essay writing practice will complete the coursework for the semester. 

Semester Goals: 

1. Gain a better understanding of both the ACT & SAT test format 
2. Build vocabulary and reading skills 
3. Improve writing skills 
4. Learn test-taking strategies 

 
 

Classroom Materials: 
 
You are responsible for your own pens, pencils, and iPad.  Please bring these materials to class every day. 
 

 
Attendance and Punctuality:    
 
Experience has proven that grades go down for students who miss too much school.  Therefore, come to school!  If you 
are tardy to class three times, you will be issued a teacher detention.  If you do not serve the detention with me, then you 
will be referred to the office for an administrative detention.  
 
 
Classroom Behavior: 
 
Please demonstrate respect in the classroom.  I expect every student to be considerate and listen to what the teacher and 
other students have to say.  Do not interrupt other students while they are answering/asking a question or stating an 
opinion.  
 
In addition, please respect the following BRAVE standards of behavior: 
 
 Be safe:  Listen to staff and maintain personal space. 
 Respect others:  Be on time, be polite, and use appropriate language and tone. 
 Be accountable:  Be prepared, be honest, do your own work, use electronic devices only when permitted. 
 Be victorious:  Do your best work and celebrate academic success. 
 Be enthusiastic:  Have a positive attitude and take ownership of learning. 
 
 
 
 



Grading / Assessments: 

All grading will be done according to the district’s grading scale.  Each assignment will have an assigned point value.  Keep  
track of your own points and check your grades frequently online. According to district policy, you must receive a 
cumulative percentage of 60 in order to pass this course.  Attending school regularly, keeping up with all notes, readings, 
and assignments, and asking for help when needed will ensure your success.   
 
There will be various assessments throughout this semester that I will use to monitor your progress.  They include: 
 

- Participation 
- Quizzes  
- Section Practice Tests 
- In-Class Essays 

 

 

Academic Integrity - Plagiarism and Cheating: 
 
It is unacceptable to copy material from another student or from another source (i.e.: internet sites).  You are not 
permitted to “work together” on assignments unless I have given you specific permission to do so.  If you are found 
plagiarizing work or cheating in any way, you and any other student(s) involved will receive a zero on the assignment, 
project, or test. Texting or using other electronic devices during tests or quizzes will also result in a zero.  You will NOT 
have the opportunity to make up the work or do the assignment again.  This includes all assignments and compositions - 
no exceptions. 
 
In addition, please keep the following in mind: 

 Accurately cite all sources     Proofread your work to assure accuracy  
 Accurately represent your sources    Include a list of works cited for all compositions  
 Read all assigned readings to assure accuracy   Do not download a composition from the internet  
 Do not copy another person’s work    Do not make up quotes that are not in the text you have read  
 Do not give your work to others    Do not write a paper for one course and turn the same paper  

       in for another course 
 

 

Student Communication with Teacher via Email: 
 
You may email any assignments to me should you be absent or if your printer does not function.  Please make sure 
assignments are done in or are converted to Microsoft Word documents prior to sending them.  Also, you may email me 
with questions regarding any assignments.  I will do my best to respond in a timely fashion.  My email address is listed 
below.  
 

 
Cell Phone / Electronics Policy: 
 
PEDs “are permitted to be used . . . AT TEACHER DISCRETION FOR INSTRUCTIONAL PURPOSES IN THE CLASSROOMS.”    
This is the district policy regarding cell phones and electronic devices.  In order to assure that this is followed, please take 
out your phone at the start of class and TURN IT OFF.  If you are using a cell phone during class without permission, I will 
confiscate it and provide you with a detention.  Please observe this policy.  It is inappropriate to use a cell phone 
(including the use of earbuds to listen to music) when you are expected to be doing academic work.  Courtesy is required 
in this classroom.  If you are distracted by a device, you are not academically present in the class.  Most of all, you are 
missing valuable information, interaction, and instruction that cannot be repeated.  You may use your iPads when it is 
appropriate to do so.  The “go tech” sign will be placed on the board and I will give you a verbal “ok” to use them.  If I 
have asked for them to be removed and put away, please do so.   
 



Parent Communication with Teacher: 
  
There are two methods of communicating with me regarding student progress:  voice mail and email. When trying to 
communicate with me, please include your name, your student’s name, a message detailing your concerns, and the 
preferred method by which I respond (email, phone number at work or home, etc.).   
I check my email and my voice mail every day.  I will try to contact you as soon as possible.   
 
Voice Mail: 

Dial (412) 896-2300 
Press 1 for touch-tone service 
Press 1 again to leave a message 
Enter my mailbox number - 7814 
The system will play my name and greeting 
Record your message 
Hang up when finished  

Email Address:  jcoll@efsd.net  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 


